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Council shuts book
as DIY saves homes
by DAVID BELL

AS the rainy season
approaches, residents
living around Beatty Park
Reserve fear their houses
will again be flooded if
Vincent council doesn’t
fix drainage problems
pronto.

Homes just north of the
park were badly inundated
in the 2010 storms. An
overwhelmed drainage
network, leaves and mulch
from Beatty Park clogging
the stormwater grates, and
the homes being in a low
spot that cops water from
the aquatic centre carpark all
contributed to the flooding.

Never finished
The council made some
fixes to upgrade pipes, raise
kerbing and partially build
a retaining wall to slow the
flow and trap debris from
getting into the drains. The
wall was recommended by
an expert consultant’s report
in 2017, but it was never
finished.
But the water was still
lapping at homes in the
wetter spells in 2016, 2017
and 2021: “We are still
getting flooded,” resident
Ray Stevenson says.
Mr Stevenson and other
residents headed to the 2022
AGM imploring the council
to take action and finish the
retaining wall.
Their motion will be
considered by councillors
at the April 5 meeting, but
a staff recommendation to
councillors advises against

• Residents say they bought $750 of sandbags (right) and spent hours clearing drains
(above) to keep the flooding at bay in 2021. The council now says it’s case closed because
the water didn’t reach their homes.
any further action.
The report says they’ve
already spent more than
$260,000 on flood mitigation
around Beatty Park, and
they have three other floodprone areas to focus on.
The report points out the
homes didn’t flood during
the hard rain of May 2021.
But residents Suzanne
and Steve Burke say the only
reason their home didn’t
flood last year was because
they took action themselves.
Ahead of the 2021 wet
season they spent $750 on
sandbags to temporarily
complete the retaining wall,
and then spent rainy days
making sure the drains were
clear.
In a letter to council the
Burkes wrote “during this

major rain event, Steve
spent several hours outside
in the storm continually
unblocking drains so that
they continued to drain the
water.

Personal safety
“This is the only reason
our homes were not flooded.
[Vincent] admin now claim
that the drains worked and
ignore this fact that they
only drained because Steve
put his personal safety at
risk to protect our homes.
This is not sustainable for
us.”
At this week’s council
briefing, councillors
requested more information
ahead of the full meeting on
April 5, wanting to know

how often the drains are
cleared and how much it’d
cost to finish the wall.
Mayor Emma Cole raised
the Burkes’ point that they’d
only been spared a flooding
by their own desperate
efforts and asked staff for
answers on that.
If nothing’s done locals
reckon this year might be
a bad one. There’s more
hard ground at Beatty Park
Reserve compared to when
the expert’s report was
written in 2017: The pavilion
that blocked some water has
been demolished, and large
areas of the park have been
converted from grass to
gravel gardens.
“We feel like we are
sitting ducks,” the Burkes
said.
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Verge toll audit
by DAVID BELL

AFTER a wave of verge trees
keeled over in Perth’s recent
heatwave, an audit will be
carried out across Bayswater
to assess the toll and find out
how to keep the survivors
alive.

Bayswater has some of the
highest levels of hard “grey”
surfaces such as pavement in the
country, ripe to capture sunlight
and exacerbate hot spells.
Councillor Elli PetersenPik had noticed a lot of trees
perishing this summer and put
a call out to residents asking
them to notify council about any
they’d seen, and notifications
about hundreds of dead trees
quickly rolled in.
“We have just experienced
the hottest summer on record in
Perth, and unfortunately, it seems
like an unprecedented number of
our verge trees, including mature
ones, have not survived it,” Cr
Petersen-Pik said.
“Each mature verge tree that
dies is a massive loss to our city,
not only environmentally and
socially, but also financially, not
least because a lot of effort and
money have been invested in
each one of them over the years.”

At the March 23 meeting he
moved a motion calling for a
report on the number of trees
that died this summer, seeking
details of vulnerable species and
the suspected cause.
The motion also calls for
an account of how frequently
they’re watered, and seeks any
measures to keep them alive in
future hot spells.
“We have hundreds, from
what I understand now from the
feedback that I have receiving ...
we have a massive loss of verge
trees during the last summer.
“I received emails from
everywhere: Noranda, Morley,
Embleton, Bedford, Maylands,
everywhere. It’s across the board.
“And people want to know
how the city’s maintaining those
trees when it comes to watering...
how we are actually ensuring
they survive the heat, the
changing climate.
“We are losing mature trees,
which is the most concerning
thing, big trees that should
survive.”
Inner city trees also suffered
through the hot spell, with many
London planes in the CBD losing
chunks out of their canopies
across December and January.
Stirling council’s attempt at
planting new trees along Walter

COMPLETE DENTURE & MOUTHGUARD SERVICE
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Come and see Mark at Spearwood Denture
Professionals to have your new Partial or Full
Dentures expertly hand crafted to give you a
smile you can be conﬁdent to show oﬀ again.
We can also:
• Reline your current denture
• Same day repairs
• Professionally clean your dentures
• Custom made sport mouthguards

Phone Janeen or Mark on 9418 5788
to arrange an appointment for your free,
no obligation quote or drop in & see us at
3/235 Rockingham Road, Spearwood

Don’t hide yo
any longer. Burringsmthileis
advertisement in to receive
10% off the balance of
any treatment!
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• One among hundreds of
recently expired verge trees.
Road was also quickly undone
with scores in December. Vincent
council’s next tree mortality
report covering the summer
comes out next month.

City Clean Machine a hit
by DAVID BELL

AN on-call cleaning cart
scooting around the CBD has
proved so popular it’ll have
its patrol extended.

Perth council brought in the
solar-powered ‘Clean Machine’
(a repurposed golf cart) last
September for a trial that
coincided with AFL grand final
week.
It was immediately popular
and during the trial 120
businesses or visitors called the
hotline or asked the operator
to spot-clean messes as they
popped up rather than waiting
for scheduled cleans.
But it’s been on a short leash,
patrolling just the city malls
and part of Northbridge around
James Street.
This week lord mayor Basil
Zempilas announced the clean
machine would spread its
horizons due to popular demand.
“The anecdotal evidence and
other correspondence into the
city has been that people really
enjoy it, they like the service,
they contact us regularly.
“What has become

• Lord mayor Basil Zempilas with the CBD’s new Clean Machine.
particularly evident is that
people like to walk up to the
operator of the clean machine
and say ‘hello mate, how are you
going, there’s a bit of a mess just
around the corner, could you
come with me?’, and the operator
has been more than happy to
oblige.
“As a result of the excellent
service and the excellent
reception it has had the city
admin has extended the service”,
taking in more of Hay and
Murray Streets, Wellington Street
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up to the Perth Arena, and Roe
Street in Northbridge.
The Clean Machine has been
a pretty coffer-friendly option for
the council, costing them about
$34,000 for four months’ service
last year.
In December complaints by
Northbridge traders about the
grotty, chewing-gum ridden
state of their streets and paths
prompted the council to spend
an extra $80,000 a year on
monthly heavy duty street
cleanings along James Street.
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WHILE it is great news that
about one third of Vincent
is likely to get underground
power, the community should
not be under any illusion that
this is a result of anything
initiated by the Vincent
council or administration – it
is purely a response to an
offer from Western Power.
The recent history of
undergrounding of power is a
tale of inaction and deaf ears. It
starts in 2017 when mayor Emma
Cole committed to developing
a plan for underground power
and taking it to the community
as part of her election pitch.
Nothing appears to have come
of that.
Then in 2020 the community
passed an AGM motion asking
the city to develop a long-term
financial plan for putting the
power underground through the
whole city – a plan based on the
Subiaco model which saw the
project completed over a 38-year
period, and paid for by a very
modest rate increase.
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wardrobes
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resulted in all their power being
underground.
In Vincent we have a plan for
about one third of the city, but
nothing more.
It demonstrates the difference
between being pro-active and
being re-active.
The city could have been
prepared if the mayor actually
did what she said she would do
in 2017, and if the administration
actually listened to the
community in 2020.
To make matters worse, the
administration is proposing to
increase rates by $1-2 million
next year before they even work
out how the project is going to be
funded.
If they finally adopt a userpays approach, will they pay
back the $1-2 million overpaid
rates?
And what about the owners
in the Highgate east area who
paid to have their power put
underground about 15 years ago
– why do they have to pay again
via a rates increase?
Tellingly, the staff are also
saying that 94 per cent of people
recently surveyed as part of
the review of the Strategic
Community Plan say they rate
underground power as a high
priority, even though it didn’t get
a single mention in the 2018 plan.
It is not that the community
sentiment has changed, it is
because the city did not listen to
the feedback in the first place –
something that has become the
norm in recent years.
The future of underground
power is in the hands of the
council.
They either adopt a proactive
approach and develop a
comprehensive model for the
whole city, or they take the
easy route and just leave it to
happenstance.
Dudley Maier
Highgate

Anyone can
fall prey to
scammers

EVERY human being can be
scammed.

Make no mistake about it.
Scammers are everywhere,
lurking around to catch you out,
particularly on internet sex and
dating sites.
They like to target vulnerable
individuals like lonely old ugly
men with one foot in the grave.
They offer hope, confidence,
security, prosperity, happiness.
They give you the opposite.
You cannot find a scammer,
they find you and hang on like
crazy – until you unload your

cash savings into their account.
They appear unexpected like
an angel of light.
When the going gets tough
they are gone.
They are gutless bastards
always hidden and disguised.
Chronic liars always.
Argumentative, determined,
rude, arrogant, demanding
without fear or concern.
Right or wrong means
nothing.
They are focused on robbery.
You cannot win an argument
with them or even a scuffle.
They cannot be reasoned with.
Report them to police at your
own peril – no sympathy from
them.
“Not interested,” they
will say, “you acted foolishly
following their suggestions.”
When all is said and done
they have not broken any laws.
Scammers do not appear faceto-face or on camera.
You will not see their
handwriting, hear their voices or
see a genuine photograph.
Any bit of information you
pick up will be vague and false.
They use fake photos and
steal other people’s names and
identity.
One example is Samantha
Salas.
There could be a million
people in the world with that
name who are genuine – twice as
many are pretending.
They love to use Google
hangouts which covers a
multitude of sin.
Like a pawn broker, scammers
know what they are hiding and
you don’t.
Frankly, they do not give a
damn.
With regard to sex workers
generally, many of them are not
in the industry at all.
They are play actors and good
at it.
They can identify your
weaknesses and know how you
will respond when they touch a
raw nerve.
The recognise your lustful
thoughts and emotions.
My advice to scammers is:
“Get a God-centred life”. Repent.
And to those who have been
or will be scammed, remember
God created a magnificent angel
of light called Lucifer who
unfortunately became the enemy
Satan the devil.
In the world to this very day
wandering around seeking who
he may devour.
Don’t let it be you – pray to
God that he will protect you from
this roaring lion.
Seek not the powers of
darkness, seek true light from the
world’s saviour Jesus Christ and
him crucified.
Raymond Conder
Perth
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The Perth Voice of course.
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The administration did not
support the idea – too much
work or too difficult, I guess.
And a ‘do nothing’
council went along with the
administration.
The same motion was passed
by the community at the 2021
AGM.
The administration gave a
similar ‘do nothing’ answer,
however this time the council
asked them to investigate further.
However, it looks like all the
administration did was appoint
some consultants to look at the
issue, but only after Western
Power approached the city with
a new method for paying for
underground power.
So we now have an
opportunity, initiated by Western
Power, which will see about
one third of the city getting
underground power at an
average cost of about $3,500.
Fantastic news for people like
me, but what about the rest of
the city?
There is no plan, there is no
vision.
We should contrast what has
happened in Vincent with our
local government neighbours in
Subiaco and Cambridge.
Their councils adopted
proactive approaches which have
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Hub opens doors - and fixes them
ARTIST DENISE PEPPER gave
an impassioned speech to
Bayswater councillors to help
secure the Women’s Hub a five-year
lease. Here are some excerpts.

by DAVID BELL

WOMEN will get their own
tool library and workshop in
Bayswater, the first dedicated
women’s shed in the state.

The Bayswater Women’s Hub
has fixed a five-year lease with
Bayswater council to move into
the long-vacant building kiosk,
changerooms and bunker at Shearn
Memorial Park in Maylands.
The not-for-profit group ran
some trial tool skills workshops
in temporary venues last year but
have been on a long search for a
proper home.
Hub chair Michelle Slater told
the March council briefing: “Our
mission is to provide access to
tools and workshop facilities in a
community space and to facilitate
the exchange of knowledge
between cultures, generations, and
capabilities.
“Our vision is to empower the
women of Bayswater and beyond.
We aim to achieve this by our
two initiatives: A community tool
library and a women’s workshop.”
Hub member Denise Pepper,
a local artist and sculptor, said
learning to use tools was a pivotal
moment in her life and she wanted
other women to have the same
opportunity.
“I went and studied a home
handyperson course and I learned
how to use tools. And I didn’t
realise at the time that the minute
I picked up that drill something
actually evoked and awoke inside
of me. It wasn’t until later that I
realised what that was.
“That gave me the confidence...
to change a fuse wire, fix that
broken chair, have a bit of
confidence in the house and also

I

FOUND myself in an
unusual but also very
awkward situation at age 24
of being a single mother with
two children.

• A Hub trial skills workshop. Photo by Melissa Cashman
be in a situation where I don’t have
to have a handyman come in and
fix things. I can be independent.”
The five-year lease at Shearn
Memorial Park lease stemmed
from a motion by councillor Elli
Petersen-Pik, who said at last
week’s meeting: “I personally
was very moved by the story of
Denise Pepper. I think it was quite
inspirational and I hope we’ll all
be able to hear stories of other
women, what they got from this
place and how we helped them to
grow.”
When they first found the
spot it was in clear need of some
love. The space had long ago
hosted sports teams, and old
blueprints show the layout held
two lots of male toilets, two male
changerooms, and a small doubleloo for women off to the side.

“When we initially opened that
bunker it was like walking into
a scene from Indiana Jones,” Ms
Slater said.
“There were cobwebs, and
creatures scuttled off into the
distance. But I saw it with loveheart shaped eyes, because it was
the perfect size for our storage
requirements.
“We could see behind the faded
graffiti to see what it was going to
become”.
It’ll be the first dedicated space
for a women’s shed in WA. Stirling
councillor Elizabeth Re has been
trying to get her council to set one
up, but so far they’ve stopped
short of a full women’s shed and
are just running skills workshops
on lighter tools in a shared space.
She’s still pushing for a permanent
spot.

I had so many things to learn,
let alone “how do I look after my
house”.
So I realised I needed to do
something about this, and I went
and studied a home handyperson
course and I learned how to use
tools.
And I didn’t realise at the time
that the minute I picked up that
drill something actually evoked
and awoke inside of me. It wasn’t
until later that I realised what that
was.
That gave me the confidence
... to change a fuse wire, fix
that broken chair, have a bit of
confidence in the house and also
be in a situation where I don’t have
to have a handyman come in and
fix things.
I can be independent.
From thereon things changed.
I never actually finished high
school, so reading and writing was
always a difficult thing for me.
So I also then went off and
studied building construction
because of that workshop.
I worked in the building trade
for a number of years.
I purchased my own home,
I did my extensions on my own
home.
I got lots of editorials about
this woman who has done this
extension herself.

• Denise Pepper and Michele
Slater. Photo by Bridget Turner

From there I ended up going
to university, not knowing that I’d
ever get into university because I
never finished high school.
I got in on a portfolio
exemption.
So from there I end up working
at this university, and I’m still
there, working and teaching how
to use tools, how to create art,
and now I have a career ... from
that day, picking up that tool and
learning to use that tool, my life
has changed.
If I had never had that
workshop I wouldn’t be standing
here today. It’s really important for
me, now, as a 62-year-old woman,
to do that full circle.
I now want to teach women
who are in domestic violence,
relocating, starting over, I want
those women to have that
empowerment.
I want them to feel confident, I
want them to feel they’re in their
own home, they don’t have to call
a handyman.
They can do it for themselves.
This is about empowerment for
women, this is why this women’s
hub is so important.

ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR DESIGN, FURNITURE SELECTION
RIVER HOUSE, PEPPERMINT GROVE
(National Finalist in both the ‘Architecture’ & ‘Interior Design’
categories at the 2016 ‘Good Design Australia Awards’)
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arts
“I often say I like to try and do
impossible things on stage but this
show has taken it to a whole new
level,” Kerridge says. “The most
challenging aspect is it changes
location every scene. We wanted
to make a grand adventure story
on stage so it has taken all of our
collective imaginations working in
overdrive to make it feel like you
do in fact go on a journey across the
galaxy.”
The seeds of Giovannoni and
Kerridge’s successful creative
partnership were sown during a
tram journey in Melbourne many
years ago.

Imagination
• Playwright Dan Giovannoni with co-creator and director Luke Kerridge at rehearsal for The Great Un-Wondering of Wilbur Whittaker Photo by Anthony Tran

Wonderful play
arts

T

STEPHEN POLLOCK

HERE comes a time when
the pressures of life can
start to erode the wideeyed joy and creativity you took
for granted as a child.
This happens to the protagonist
in the play The Great Un-Wondering
of Wilbur Whittaker, who by middleage has conformed to the 9-5 and
his dreary, sensible life in the
suburbs.

But Wilbur still has a little
shoebox of “wonders” from his
childhood that he keeps under the
bed, until one night The Bureau – a
recycling agency for long forgotten
wonderings – confiscate it.
The next day, Wilbur starts to
slowly disappear and must embark
on a fantastical adventure to the
outer reaches of the galaxy to
rediscover his “wonder”.
The Great Un-Wondering of
Wilbur Whittaker was co-created by
playwright Dan Giovannoni and
director Luke Kerridge, the awardwinning team behind smash-hit
plays HOUSE and Bambert’s Book of

Lost Stories.
Giovannoni says Wilbur’s
intergalatic odyssey will definately
appeal to people who have
experienced the worst of lockdown
and isolation.
“Covid definitely clipped
our wings in terms of travel, but
also maybe more profoundly the
wings that let our imaginations go
wandering,” he says.
“Wilbur’s adventure into outer
space is as much a journey into the
galaxies inside his own heart as it is
about hurtling on comets through
the stars (though that does happen
too!)

“I reckon a flight of fancy can be
as enriching as a flight to another
place.”
Juggling nostalgia, science
fiction and midlife crisis, the play
is reminiscent of the best and most
moving The Twilight Zone episodes
like Walking Distance and A Stop at
Willoughby. Like The Twilight Zone
creator Rod Serling, Giovannoni
says it’s best to have one foot in the
present and the other in the past.
“Ideally you meet in the middle!
That shoebox can always be open,
if you let it – it doesn’t have to be
something you just dip in to from
time to time,” he says.
“Grown-ups still hold all the
wisdom they innately held as
children, so you don’t need to be a
big kid – you are a big kid.”
The interstellar plot proved
challenging for Kerridge, who
had to be super creative with his
direction and stage design to keep
the audience in the moment.

“We had come from seeing the
same show and were dissecting it,”
Kerridge says
“During the conversation he
said ‘I think you are my theatrical
soul mate’. Reflecting on that
conversation all these years later, he
may have been right. It’s very much
a harmonious partnership - we
have similar tastes and ambitions,
we love the same sort of stories. We
love bouncing ideas off each other,
stretching our imaginations and
making each other laugh.”
A Barking Gecko Theatre
production, the play is for both
adults and children: “This is a story
for everyone, and asks children
and grown-ups to meet in the
middle. People often ask about this
challenge and assume the solution
is ‘chucking a joke in’ for the adults
every now and then. But really I
think the secret is acknowledging
and playing to the intelligence of
children,” Kerridge says.
The Great Un-Wondering of
Wilbur Whittaker is at the Heath
Ledger Theatre from April 9-16.
More info and tix at barkinggecko.
com.au
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BOOKINGS ARE
ESSENTIAL
Vegetarian and Vegan
available
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ALL YOUR FAVOURITE MEALS AVAILABLE AS TAKE AWAY

683C Beaufort St, Mount Lawley PHONE 9471 8988
Order from our online menu www.monggorestaurant.com
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• Artist Greg Barr with some of his artworks.
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Repair VS
Replace...
When to cut
your losses.
A 5 Star energy eﬃcient water heater with
fast replacement of any hot water as it’s
used (also known as a huge recovery). It
also features mains pressure delivery which
means you can run multiple showers at once.
FEATURES:
• Money saving — 5 Star gas energy
eﬃciency helps save on gas bills.
• A Premium 5 Star energy eﬃcient water
heater, to help save money.
• Replaces hot water as it’s used faster
than any other Gas water heater, making it
ideal for families.
• High 200L per hour hot water recovery
providing a massive 360L ﬁrst hour
capacity — so it’ll meet the needs of the
largest family.1
• Suitable for connection to natural gas.
• Made in Australia.
1
Based on 45ºC temperature rise.
WARRANTY
10 year on cylinder warranty*
3 year labour warranty on cylinder*
1 year parts & labour warranty on all
other components, for domestic (noncommercial) installations*
*Warranty conditions apply.

Mulches

Water Saver Mulch, Karri & Peat Mulch,
Marri Chip Mulch, Mushroom Compost,
Manure & Mulch

40 Litre Bags
Mix & Match - 10 Bag Combo
from $90
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Insurance costs in these disasterprone areas have, in some cases, risen
by 75 percent. A friend of mine recently
told me it costs him $14,000 a year to
insure his investment property – with
a $500,000 replacement value - in Port
Hedland, another region prone to natural
disaster. These costs are naturally passed

signiﬁcant barrier to property ownership
and is an insidious, transaction-killing tax
that should be reformed.
Stamp duty signiﬁcantly reduces
household mobility with its removal freeing
up more suitable housing for Australians
and would improve economic efﬁciency.
Buyers keen to relocate their family
away from natural disaster zones or where
there are better work opportunities are
punished by stamp duty costs each time
they move.
Thanks to bracket creep, all households
across Australia are paying substantially
more stamp duty now compared to twenty
years ago which is hindering the efﬁcient
use of and suitability of housing across the
nation. Also, stamp duty is often borrowed
adding years and additional expense to
home mortgages.
State governments are awash with stamp
duty revenue, some $60b earned last year.
This reliance on property transfer related
revenue makes it difﬁcult to reform as this
tax base needs to come from somewhere.
Alternatively, albeit politically poisonous,
a 2 percent increase in GST that gets
distributed to the states could offer an
immediate ﬁx.
Meanwhile, those ﬂeeing disaster-prone
areas and buying elsewhere ought to be
spared
the cost of stamp duty; they have,
the city.
Buyers
$949,000
after all,
enduredover
enough.

$0 CALL OUT FEE
FREE QUOTES

an insidious, transactionkilling tax

on to tenants negatively impacting rental
affordability in these regions.
The federal government recently passed
legislation in the lower house that enables
a $10B reinsurance pool, effectively
underwriting insurers’ insurance risks
which, in turn, should lower premiums for
property located above the 26th parallel.
Let’s hope this makes a difference.
It also occurred to me that many victims
of the recent ﬂoods have probably endured
such upheavals on many occasions and
there must come a time when the idea of
having to re-build their homes and lives is
simply too much. It would not surprise to
ﬁnd many families will move from disasterprone areas and when they do, they’ll pay
stamp
duty on their
home purchases.
catchment
areas.
stunning
abode
would
It isThis
widely
known that
stamp
duty isbe
a

• Hot Water • Blocked Drains
• Electrical repairs

20% OFF PENSIONER DISCOUNT
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CALL DION ON

0438 261 122

perfect
forare
a professional
couple
311 Bulwer
PerthInstitute
These
comments
the author’s own and
may not reﬂect the opinions
or policies ofStreet,
the Real Estate
who like to entertain or aof small
ACTON Mt Lawley 9272 2488
Western Australia / Australia.

Agent Carlos Lehn 0416 206 736

family who want to live close to

This week here in Young Plumbing’s oﬃce,
the technician plumbers/gas ﬁtters have been
having a lively debate over their lunchtime
sandwiches... ‘when do you make the call to
replace, versus trying to resurrect the dead‘...
a timeless question for all tradesmen of all
trades... everyone had something to oﬀer.
My word or wisdom to the masses was... a
simple base formula for when to replace is...
‘the unit is more than half the way through its
‘expected’ lifespan and the cost of the repair
or service is greater than than half of the cost
of a new unit’ (unit only).

Tony Young

d. What is history of the machine... the
more intervention a machine has
had... the shorter the overall lifespan.
ie. attendance to fault ie damage
sustained during the fault, human error...
unseen condition.

ie. A Bosch 10H $1000 (unit only) at 6 years
old (12 year designed life span ) cost $350
for a major/ diaphragm service is worth the
maintenance... at 9 years I would suggest
that it may not be speciﬁcally I’ll talk about
hot water units... but these principle might as
easily be applied to cars or washing machines
or any mechanical appliance.

e. Has technology change... we are seeing
a lot of eﬃciency innovations atm...
does this factor in the equation of value
for money.

Factors to consider:
a. What is the average (normal) lifespan of
the unit normal = no malfunctions in
lifetime and average consistent use (a
hwu in household of 16 is working
4 times harder than in a 4 person
household... therefore its life will be
much less).
b. What is the base cost of the equivalent
replacement ie. are the newbies good
value or on special atm ??
c. What is the ‘cost’ of the repair or
service... the labour cost of the service
can be as much as the labour to install a
new unit.

f.

Has the unit had a major problem
previously... especially early on... a
lemon is always going to be a lemon.

I have often been asked to repair a unit, that I
have advised the owner to replace... and my
track record is pretty good.
A memorable one being a client who insisted
on me only changing the element on an
electric and not the thermostat also... back a
week later to change the other with another
labour charge, he was unhappy about the
double labour charge... the moral of the story...
get a second opinion/phone a friend ;)
Covid approaches friends... please be safe...
and kind.
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Soil Mixes

Soil Conditioner, Potting Mix 36lt,
Wood Products, Specialty Mixes
available on request

Phone: Manure Magic 0427 999 961 www.manuremagic.com.au
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★
magine for a moment losing
or having your home seriously
damaged by the ﬂoods that ravaged
parts of Queensland and NSW. Apart
from the obvious stresses of losing your
possessions and having to live elsewhere
for long periods, the ﬁnancial burdens
would loom large.

• Perth guitarist Joshua Nicholls.
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Astrology

COMPETITIONS!

YOUR WARDROBE
ISN’T READY FOR
THIS KIND OF
BUM BAG ACTION!

with Sudhir

April 2 – April 9, 2022
ARIES (Mar 21 – Apr 20)
Mars is now circling the Sun directly
in front of Saturn. Mars represents the
accelerator in one’s psyche, and Saturn the brakes.
This will make for all sorts of friction and frustration if
one doesn’t have one’s wits about oneself. Your desire
for action must now surrender to a deeper wisdom.

WIN ONE OF FIVE
THE LOST CITY
PRIZE PACKS
INCLUING A
GLITTER BUM BAG
AND AN IN-SEASON
DOUBLE PASS.

TAURUS (Apr 21 – May 20)
Venus is moving out of the orbit of Saturn,
which means that her shackles are off. This
gives you the ever-growing sense that you are feeling
free to move, in places that have been inhibited for
months. The Aries Sun is adding enthusiastic support
to this notion. State your position clearly.
GEMINI (May 21 – June 21)
Mercury and the Sun are moving
through that part of Aries that inspires
people to lift their heads, puff out their chests and
walk with pride. Take their cue and move forth with
conﬁdence. Use this feeling to set your foundations
for the year. Know what you want. Start going about
getting it.

Brilliant, but reclusive author Loretta
Sage (Sandra Bullock) has spent her
career writing about exotic places in
her popular romance-adventure novels
featuring handsome cover model Alan
(Channing Tatum), who has dedicated
his life to embodying the hero
character, “Dash.”
While on tour promoting her new
book with Alan, Loretta is kidnapped by
an eccentric billionaire (Daniel Radcliffe)
who hopes that she can lead him to
the ancient lost city’s treasure from her
latest story.
Wanting to prove that he can be
a hero in real life and not just on the
pages of her books, Alan sets off to
rescue her.
Thrust into an epic jungle adventure,
the unlikely pair will need to work
together to survive the elements and
find the ancient treasure before it’s lost
forever.
EXCLUSIVE TO CINEMAS APRIL 14

CANCER (June 22 – July 22)
The Moon is new. This is a fresh
monthly cycle. The key idea for now
is communication. Increase your knowledge and
understanding by getting out there and having
meaningful conversations with those whom your
intuition tells you have something important to share
with you. Listen well.
LEO (July 23 – Aug 22)
The Sun is in the Leonine segment of
Aries. This means that though you are
driven by the adrenal fuel of Aries, you are less likely to
be shaken, rattled and rolled by the energy. You are
more likely to be able to be both wildly adventurous
and centred in your core. Be at home in your own skin.
VIRGO (Aug 23 – Sept 22)
If you are going to break out of any old
patterns of behaviour this year and enter a
brand new threshold, now is the time. The Aries Sun is
nudging you from behind. Mercury in Aries is pulling
you from the front. The last thing you need to do now is
dig your heels in. Go along with life.
LIBRA (Sept 23 – Oct 23)
When the Sun passes through Aries,
it’s always going to be a tricky time for
Librans. The good news is that Venus is moving away
from Saturn, which is making her less inhibited than
she has been of late. As a consequence of this, you
are more likely to say ‘no’ when you really need to.

PRIZE
VALUE
$ 64

SCORPIO (Oct 24 – Nov 21
Doors are opening that have been
wedged closed. Relationships are
beginning to form, where there has been isolation and
contemplation. You are still unwinding yourself from the
past. This is going to go on for some time. You are likely
to be doing this in company now than on your own.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 – Dec 21)
Jupiter is closing in on Neptune, in Pisces.
Jupiter is the planet that always fuels your
tank. In Pisces and affected by the vast watery world
of Neptune, you will be fuelled up with a huge desire
to feel linked in, connected and immersed. Be acutely
aware of and kind to, your sweet aching heart.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22 – Jan 19)
You are starting to ride the bucking
bronco of change like the consummate
professional you are. This is a good week for foundational,
innovative change. There is a powerful positive current
of energy being made available to you by courtesy of
Uranus, the planet of liberation and change.
AQUARIUS (Jan 20 – Feb 18)
Mars is under the inﬂuence of Saturn in
Aquarius. Your will-power will now be going
through the ﬁlter of Saturn’s presence, before you can
get into gear. Saturn demands wisdom. Surrender to
your more illumined tendencies. Venus meanwhile is
breaking free of Saturn. Delight in slowness.
PISCES (Feb 19 – Mar 20)
Jupiter is now two degrees away from
Neptune in Pisces. These are two
humungous planetary presences to have in your sign.
In tandem they hint at incoming tidal waves of change.
They are well-aspected in terms of supporting a
creative evolutionary shift. Shore up your community.
© Sudhir Dean 2022

Sudhir
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AL-ANON is for family and friends who live with
the problem of someone else DRINKING, there
is help for you, phone al-anon 9325 7528 or 1300 252
666, for a meeting near you
CO-DEPENDENTS ANONYMOUS (CoDA) is
a Twelve Step Fellowship of people who share
the common purpose of learning how to develop and
maintain healthy and fulﬁlling relationships. Our Perth
Community meets: Mondays 6-7pm in Claremont,
Corner of Stirling Hwy and Queenslea Drive (Christ
Church). 0417 995 111 codependentsanonymous.
org.au
FA – FOOD ADDICTS in Recovery Anonymous
(www.foodaddicts.org) meets Wednesday
6.30pm at Atwell House – 586 Canning Hwy, Alfred
Cove in Room 4 (behind the Gallery) Everyone
welcome contact Kerrie 0407 607 436
HELP REBUILD LITTLE A’S CAFE! A
devastating ﬁre destroyed the business
on Christmas Day – and, if that tragedy wasn’t
enough, it was compounded by the fact the café
was named after their late daughter Annabelle, who
died from brain cancer in 2018. Insurance won’t
cover everything and the community is coming
together with the fundraiser Help rebuild Little A’s for
Annabelle. You can make a donation at tinyurl.com/
littleAcafe 169 James St, Guildford
IF YOU WANT TO DRINK, that’s your business.
If you want to stop, that’s ours. Call Alcoholics
Anonymous 24hr help: 9325 3566 or 1300 22 22 22

To advertise email the Voice
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IT’S BEEN MORE THAN FOUR YEARS
since a Sri Lankan family were removed from
their home in Biloela, Queensland. Since then, they
have been ﬁghting a long legal battle to remain in
Australia. The family has obeyed all visa conditions,
obeyed Australia’s laws, paid taxes and contributed
to the community. And the town of Biloela wants them
back. Join other Herald and Perth Voice readers to
learn what you can do to help – go to hometobilo.
com for details.
MAYLANDS resident Rosalyn Anderson is
taking it to the stage at Limelight Theatre in
Equally Divided by the Oscar-nominated Ronald
Harwood, a humorous tale of two warring sisters
squabbling over their mother’s estate. Tickets are
$23, $20 concession – book at www.limelighttheatre.
com.au or call 0499 954 016 between 9am and
12pm, Monday, Wednesday and Friday
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL ON THE
TERRACE.We’ve had our ﬁrst breakfast
meeting. Getting ready for a new year of challenges
and opportunities. Getting ready for giving,
recycling, encouraging, supporting, advocating. Join
us for a busy and productive 2022! We are a team
of women who are helping to educate, empower and
enable women and girls to achieve their full potential,
both locally and overseas. We meet at 7am on the
ﬁrst Thursday of each month. Find us on Facebook.
New members always welcome. Enquiries to Annie
0407 386 453
WOULD YOU LIKE TO Make a difference?
Become a volunteer with the Community
Visitor Scheme which is government funded. Visit
and befriend lonely and isolated residents living in
aged care facilities. Men, women (minimum age
18) and young mums are encouraged to provide
companionship to our older citizens. Training and
support is provided. Please contact Sonya at Nuhra
Life Enrichment Centre, Mt Lawley on 9328 6272 or
email nuhracvs@westnet.com.au

The Perth Voice supports
recycling...

After you’ve read it recycle it.

INDEMNITY & WARRANTY

THE HERALD & PERTH VOICE NEWSPAPERS
CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
The advertiser (or agent) indemniﬁes the Company (and its employees
and agents) against all actions, proceedings, claims, demands, losses,
damages, costs and expenses arising out of or in connection with the
publication of the advertisement (including any relating to defamation,
malicious falsehood, infringement of copyright, trademark or design, or
breach of the Trade Practices Act 1974, the Consumer Credit Code, or the
Fair Trading Act 1987) and warrants that publication of the advertisement will
not give rise to any legal, equitable or statutory rights against the Company
ad will no breach any laws or regulations including the prohibitions relating
to advertising in the Trade Practices Act 1974, the Consumer Credit Code,
and the Fair Trading Act 1987.
All advertisements are accepted on the following terms and conditions:
RIGHT TO REFUSE - The Company has the right to refuse to publish or
republish any advertisement without giving any reason.
DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY - No liability will be incurred by the Company
by reason of any amendment to or error or inaccuracy in, or the partial
or total omission of, an advertisement (single or multiple insertion) or by
reason of any delay or default or from any other cause whatsoever. If an
error occurs which in the opinion of the Company clearly lessens the value
of the advertisement and which is in no way the fault of the advertiser and
the advertiser notiﬁes the Company of the error prior to the advertisement
deadline on the ﬁrst day the error was published, then a refund will be
provided on the cost of the advertisement proportionate to the company’s
opinion of its reduced value.
ADJUSTMENT AND CLAIMS - The advertiser must notify the Company
of any error in the invoice for an advertisement within 30 days from the end
of the month in which the advertisement was published. The company will
not consider claims for an invoice error lodged outside this period.
DISTRIBUTION - The company reserves the right to adjust the distribution
of the newspapers as and when economic circumstances require. Should
this occur, the company will ensure that the advertiser will receive the
circulation that they have purchased at the earliest possible opportunity.

VOICE NOTICEBOARD spread the word...
Email: classiﬁeds@fremantleherald.com
Please keep your notices short and to the point.
We reserve the right to cut free notices. Deadline is
12pm Tuesdays.

classifieds@fremantleherald.com

www.perthvoice.com

voice
•
•
•
•
•

trades&services

ANTENNAS

PLASTERING

TV Antennas
Tune and Setup
TV Wall Mounting
Home Theatre
New TV Points

All aspects of internal and external plastering and
rendering including: • float and set
• sand finish rendering • texture coat finish
Guaranteed top quality & clean work
at reasonable prices.

ROOFING

PLASTERER
Call for free quote & advice:

0419 519 213

Sam 0488 808 801

CARPET CLEANING

PLUMBING

Christian 0424 528 950

MT LAWLEY 8

PERTH 4

PERTH 8

HIGHGATE 2

MT HAWTHORN 2

www.futureacroofing.com.au • futureacroofing@gmail.com

TREE SERVICES
All Plumbing & Gas
Installation & Maintenance

Dynamic Computer Solutions

9375 5266 • 0410 565 266
PHONE SID - ALL AREAS

ABN: 97 365 514

All Services - Onsite

Support - Upgrades - Internet Setup
Networking - Wireless - Virus Removal

We manage all aspects of Trees for Residential,
Strata, Commercial and Local Government Clients.
With the best reputation in WA, our services are
delivered by qualiﬁed and experienced arborists.
All work is fully insured and meets
industry standards.

Ph: 6102 2744 Mob: 0417 912 650
Free Advice
Initial Consult

CONCRETE
Your local concreter
All aspects of concrete
CALL TRENT
FOR A FREE QUOTE!

0430 467 753
trent.poss@yahoo.com.au
/101concrete

NO CALL OUT FEE - SENIORS DISCOUNT
FREE QUOTES - 24/7

If you need help with pruning, canopy management,
transplanting, structural support or qualiﬁed advice,
speak with us in the ﬁrst instance.

10%
DISCOUNT
WHEN YOU MENTION THIS AD*

TO BOOK AN APPOINTMENT,
SIMPLY CALL ONE OF OUR TEAM ON

Blockages • Hot Water Systems
Gas Installations
Leaking Taps & Toilets
General Maintenance
Leak Detection & Repair
New Installations • Renovations

or visit www.arborcentre.com.au

0418 911 592
SEE WEBSITE SPECIALS

www.casottiplumbers.com.au

EARTH MOVING

*One discount offer per job

PL 5476 GL 6594

9359 9300

✓ All Tree & Palm - Removal & Pruning
✓ Certiﬁed Arborists
✓ Cherry Pickers
✓ Large Tree Specialists ✓ Powerlines Cleared
✓ Mulching
✓ Pensioner Rates
✓ Stump Grinding
✓ Tree Guild WA member
✓ Fully Insured
✓ Free Quotes
✓ You Local Contractor for 27yrs

0412 441 811

1800 960 811

DOWN TO EARTH
TRUCK & BOBCAT SERVICE
• blocks cleared
• rubbish removed
• house pads
• sand supplied
• road broom
• compaction
• limestone retaining walls
DOWN TO EARTH PRICES
Est 1987

NEW AGE
ARBORICULTURE
SPECIALISING IN
TREE SURGERY AND
REMEDIAL CARE.

0408 143 715

0408 93 99 07

Lic. EC5706

ELECTRICAL

CALL NOW FOR 10% DISCOUNT

FREE QUOTES & ADVICE

MT HAWTHORN 6

PLEASE CALL
DUNCAN ON:

Phone Gary 0411 54 64 94

Peter 0418 912 451

MT LAWLEY 5

Ron: 0403 842 218

F 9434 6221 E swanriverrooﬁng@live.com.au

COMPUTERS

RELIABLE • HELPFUL • FRIENDLY

MT LAWLEY 3

All work guaranteed - Fully qualiﬁed tradesmen only

Call now for a free quote 0417 915 839

ELECTRICAL SERVICES
All Electrical Work • Split Aircon Specialist

MAYANDS 5
• gutters • downpipes • roof leaks
• roof maintenance • rerooﬁng

• gutters & downpipes • new roofs
• re-roofing • wall cladding • roof leaks
• gutter cleaning • roof maintenance & repairs
• Cooldek sheeting

10% OFF 1ST SERVICE

AUSPOWER

WITH A VOICE DISTRIBUTION ROUND!

FUTURE AC ROOFING

• Tile and grout cleaning • Upholstery cleaning
• Residential and commercial cleaning

Email: support@dcsservices.com.au
www.dcsservices.com.au

GET FIT•EARN CASH

GET 8 WEEKS
FOR THE COST
OF 6 WEEKS!
EMAIL TRADES.SERVICES@
FREMANTLEHERALD.COM

TUITION

ACCELERATED LEARNING
Professional private tutoring in school & uni
Maths, Physics, Chemistry & English

www.auspowerelectrical.com.au

NORTH PERTH 12

NORTHBRIDGE 1

9471 9036
acceleratedlearning.com.au

What’s the most valuable
tool in a tradie’s toolbox?

The Perth Voice of course.
Be seen in thousands of newspapers every week.
E: val.gonzalez@fremantleherald.com M: 0488 237 811

distribution.manager@perthvoice.com
www.perthvoice.com
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Northcliffe Visitor Centre

Gateway to Windy Harbour, D’Entrecasteaux,
Boorara-Gardner & Shannon National Parks
Bushwalking, fishing, 4WDing, camping, mountain biking

Sunday 24 April

2022 Northcliffe Karri Cup MTB Challenge

Entry to Art in Nature Sculpture Trail

Understory
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www.understory.com.au

Northcliffe Visitor Centre

Muirillup Road, Northcliffe p (08) 9776 7203
e info@visitnorthcliffewa.com w www.southernforestarts.com.au
OPEN DAILY (except Good Friday) 9am-4pm
BOOKS, MAPS, GIFTS, BIBBULMAN TRACK & MUNDA BIDDI TRAIL SUPPLIES
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